
Purpose :  Create  a  podcast  about  the  benef i ts  & 
cha l lenges to  organ iz ing  among Sex Workers  and 

then eva luate  i f  l i s ten ing to  tha t  podcast  w i l l  
change behav ior  o f  independent  Sex Workers. 

RenegadeCast: Evaluating podcast social media as a health 
promotion tool for independent Sex Workers with internet access 
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Thanks to: Melissa Gira, Alix Lutnick, & “Kate” 
Those who l istened to the show & gave their feedback. 

Independent  Sex Workers have higher  rates of 
HIV & Sexual ly Transmit ted Infect ions than 

Sex Workers who work col lect ively1 

The Internet is used by Sex Workers to work;  
few are networking2 

Although increasing the number of people 
working collectively could decrease HIV/STIs 
organizing is an underuti l ized strategy due to 
the criminal aspects of prostitution in the U.S.  

Sex Workers face signif icant challenges to 
organizing thus decreasing their abil i ty to 
improve their labor condit ions and their 
overall health.  In legalized Sex Work, 
workers are classif ied as “independent 
contractors” and are not afforded the right to 
organize under the National Labor Relations 
Act, which states a person must be an 
employee to organize. In LA, porn actors 
were denied membership to the Screen 
Actors Guild, a decision upheld by the Cal. 
Supreme Court.  

Networking = pandering & is a crime3 
•  Collective organizing: a labor driven tool  
•  improves occupational health and safety  
•  Increases access to health insurance  
•  Increases abil i ty to demand higher wages 
•  Regulate employment relationships  
•  Protects workers from taking work that is too 

dangerous4 
•  Increases workers perceived control over 

their labor 
•  Strategic for marginalized workers for 

mental health and connecting to resources5 

Blogs-Wikis -MySpace-Flikr-YouTube- Podcast 

Podcast: an mp3 or m4a audio f i le people 
l isten to on their computer or iPod/mp3 player. 
Fastest growing web media. 7 

Expands Social Networks 

Collaborative Platform 

Collective Intelligence 
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Survey Results were shared with the audience through a discussion format on Episode 2: Evaluating 
RenegadeCast, available at the iTunes Music Store & @ www.towtruckpanties.com  

Participants wanted the 
podcast to be more 

reflective of the diversity 
of their community,  such 

as art ,  photography, 
culture, group activit ies,  
and social  organization.   

While listeners want and need health information, a 
podcast that does not address other aspects of their 
work and life is unlikely to be embraced. 

“I’d like to hear 
positive vision 

statements about what 
we want to do…” 
-Survey participant 


